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Signs of Fall

Fall 2014   

Partners in Patriotism Fund’s donation 
request applications now available

The Partners in Patriotism Fund’s Grants 
Committee and Board of Directors held a joint 
meeting at Gillette Stadium on Monday, Sept. 
15, to elect officers and discuss the Fund’s next 
steps. 

The Grants Committee, comprised of 13 
Foxborough residents, unanimously appointed 
James McGowan (chair), Mark Powers (vice 
chair) and Mike Stewart (secretary) as its of-
ficers for the upcoming year. 

The committee also established the Fund’s 
donation request application forms. There will be 
separate applications for Foxborough organiza-
tions and individual residents. Both forms can be 
found online at www.GilletteStadium/Partners-
in-Patriotism and at the following locations in 
town:

• Town Hall (40 South St.)
• Public Safety Building (8 Chestnut St.)
• Boyden Library (10 Bird St.) 

It’s fall in Foxborough and there’s a fresh 
chill in the air as we welcome the season’s 
main attraction - Patriots football. 

Foxborough has been home to a winning 
football tradition since Robert Kraft pur-
chased the New England Patriots in 1994, 
but that tradition was born of humble begin-
nings. In the five seasons 
prior to Kraft’s purchase of 
the club, the Patriots won 
just 19 of 80 games - the 
worst record in the NFL 
over that span. In the 20 
seasons since Kraft’s pur-
chase, no NFL team has 
won more games, more 
division titles (13), more con-
ference titles (6) or more Super Bowl champion-
ships (3) than the Patriots. Additionally, the team 
and its fans have established a bond mostly un-
seen between 1960 and 1993. That bond is 
why every home game during the Kraft era has 
been sold out and why there is a lengthy waiting 
list for season tickets. 

The 2014 campaign marks the 20th anni-
versary of ownership for the Kraft family and 
as of Oct. 20, the team is 5-2 and in first place 
of the AFC East with some great games com-
ing up. We are thrilled to get back to football in 
Foxborough.

Speaking of football, we welcomed UMass 
back to Gillette Stadium for games against Bos-
ton College, Colorado and Eastern Michigan. 
In December, we will welcome 12 high school 
football teams from Massachusetts to compete 

for six MIAA state championships. It will be the 
eighth consecutive year Gillette Stadium hosts 
the games, and we are proud to provide these 
teams an NFL-caliber game presentation and a 
memorable experience for these communities.

On the pitch, the Revolution hosted the Foxbor-
ough and Mansfield high school soccer teams 

for an exciting doubleheader 
in September (more on 
page 5). The Revs, which 
welcomed U.S. World Cup 
star Jermaine Jones to the 
family in August, qualified for 
the MLS playoffs for the sec-
ond consecutive season!

Elsewhere around Gillette 
Stadium, we completed our new football opera-
tions facility on the east side of the stadium and 
added new LED signage throughout the venue.

At Patriot Place, we celebrated the highly an-
ticipated opening of Splitsville Luxury Lanes and 
will be opening Muse Paintbar later this fall. 

As we begin the fourth quarter, we are 
now accepting donation request applications 
(found on page 9) for our Partners in Patrio-
tism Fund, as we provide a community re-
source dedicated to supporting Foxborough-
based causes and philanthropic efforts. We 
will also be hosting several annual events that 
have become staples to our calendar year at 
Patriot Place, including the opening of Winter 
Skate and the Holiday Tree Lighting (details on 
page 6).

We wish everyone a happy holiday season!See FUND, Page 8

A Community Resource 
Dedicated to Helping Others

Arrival of autumn means return of Patriots football

A sellout crowd welcomed the Patriots 
back to Foxborough on Sept. 21.

Members of the Partners in Patriotism Fund’s  
Grants Committee and Board of Directors.



Number of days without 
an event (ticketed or non- 
ticketed) scheduled at 
Gillette Stadium in 2013

Prior to the Oct. 5 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals on NBC’s “Sun-
day Night Football,” the Kraft family and New England Patriots honored 
more than 160 breast cancer survivors along with their caregivers dur-
ing a touching pregame ceremony at Gillette Stadium to kick off Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month and the NFL’s “A Crucial Catch” campaign. 

The survivors and caregivers wore pink t-shirts and formed a large 
breast cancer awareness ribbon at midfield 
during team introductions and the national an-
them. Among those on the field during the cer-
emony was Foxborough resident and breast 
cancer survivor, Patty Noonan.

“This was absolutely an awesome experi-
ence and a very special moment for me and 
the other survivors,” said Noonan, 53. “It gets 
you teary-eyed, but having the crowd cheering 
us on out there was truly amazing and makes 
you feel better.”

Noonan, a lifelong Foxborough resident, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer when she was 
37 years old. Through the help  and support of 

her friends and family, Noonan has been 
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Patriot Place to Partner with Cradles to Crayons 
for Seventh Consecutive Holiday Season

The holidays are a time to be thankful and give to those who 
are less fortunate. In that spirit, Patriot Place and Cradles to 
Crayons will be partnering for the seventh consecutive holiday 
season to provide warm coats to homeless and low income 
children from infancy to age 12. 

There will be several opportunities at Patriot Place 
throughout the holiday season for guests to donate a new or 
gently used coat for children to Cradles to Crayons, including:

• Winter Skate Discount: Receive $2 off admission 
to Winter Skate from Nov. 14 to Feb. 28 with a coat 
donation to Cradles to Crayons

• Coat Drive: Patriot Place retailers and restaurants will 
be collecting coats for Cradles to Crayons from Nov. 
28 through the end of February.

• Photos on the Field with Santa: Patriot Place guests 
who make a $20 donation or donate a new or gently 
used coat to Cradles to Crayons on Nov. 28 will have 
the opportunity to take a free photo with Santa on the 
Gillette Stadium field.   

• Holiday Giving Tree: From Nov. 28 to Dec. 31, Patriot 
Place guests are invited to take an ornament from the 
Giving Tree and purchase the assigned gift to fulfill a 
child’s wish this holiday season. 

For more information, visit www.patriot-place.com. 

“We are proud to partner with a great 
organization like Cradles to Crayons, as 
they provide one of the basic necessities to 
children in our area - warm coats during 
the winter months. With so many families 
in need, we hope our efforts make their 
winters a little more bearable.” 

— BRIAN EARLEY
Patriot Place General Manager

Breast Cancer Awareness

By the Numbers

Pats Honor Breast Cancer Survivors
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SEASON OF GIVING

patriot place News

Number of  children from Foxboro  
Recreation’s Booth Camp who 

have attended Patriots Training 
Camp, as special guests of the 

Kraft family, since 2008.

LETTERS & ASK PARTNERS IN PATRIOTISM

What’s On Your Mind? Let Us Know!
Share your letters, questions and feedback with Partners in Patrio-

tism and have your submissions published and questions answered in 
an upcoming issue of the newsletter as we provide a new forum for 
open dialogue between residents and the Kraft organization. Email 
your questions or letters to FoxboroResidents@GilletteStadium.com 
or mail them to Gillette Stadium, One Patriot Place, Foxborough, MA 
02035, Attention: Jeremie Smith. Please include your name.

Number 
of Patriots 
players (on 
the current 
roster) who 
live in town. 

24

See PINK, Page 8

Foxborough resident Patty 
Noonan (left) on the Gillette 

Stadium field on Oct. 5.

Patriot Place will partner with Cradles to Crayons for the seventh 
straight holiday season to provide warm coats to children in need.

Number of Foxborough  
residents who are  
currently Patriots  
Season Ticket Members

280

5
175



The smiles and cheers of 
nearly 400 kindergarten stu-
dents greeted Patriots Chair-
man and CEO Robert Kraft as 
he joined Foxborough officials 
on Sept. 30 to celebrate the 
grand opening and dedication 
of a new community playground 
at Igo Elementary School.

“Coming here and seeing 
your smiling faces and your 
great cheers reminds me of 
what’s important,” Kraft told 
the children, less than 24 hours 
after the Patriots Week 4 loss 
to the Kansas City Chiefs. “This 
is our hometown and we re-
ally love being a part of it. I hope 
you enjoy your playground very 
much.”

The Sept. 30 visit came 126 
days after Kraft and the Patri-
ots surprised school officials 
with a $60,000 grant for the 
playground in May, doubling the 
amount that was expected.

“We doubled the NFL PLAY 
60 grant, but really, the event 
was for you young folks to exer-
cise at least 60 minutes a day,” 
Kraft said. “You are lucky to be 

in this great town with the lead-
ership of all the great people 
that work in the school district.”

The event featured an as-
sembly, where Igo students 
shared what they enjoy about 
their new playground and a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, where 
Kraft and Danny Nickerson, 
the 6-year-old from Foxborough 
who has received hundreds 
of thousands of cards from 
around the world as he battles 
an inoperable brain tumor, of-
ficially opened the playground. 
The event included appear-
ances by Patriots and Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Andre 
Tippett, Patriots cheerleaders 
and team mascot, Pat Patriot, 
who sent students into a frenzy 
upon his arrival. 

Igo School Principal Michael 
Stanton described the play-
ground as “one of a kind” and 
thanked Mr. Kraft and the Pa-
triots for their generosity.

“There’s no other playground 
like this in the entire world,” 
Stanton said. “We have been 
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FACES OF FOXBOROUGH

Patriot Place Marketing Director Diana Griffin 
has lifelong roots in Foxborough. Her grandparents 
raised six children in town and she is one of five 
siblings to grow up here. 

“There is nothing better than having your friends and family 
close,” Diana said. “I have lifelong friends that I made at the Burrell 
School that I still see to this day! How many people can say that 
anymore?”

Griffin joined The Kraft Group in 2009 and currently serves as 
Patriot Place’s Marketing Director, where she oversees anything 
from creative campaigns to event programming and community 
initiatives. 

“I really enjoy that no two days are the same here,” Diana said. 
“One day I could be reading to over 300 guests as part of our 
weekly children’s storytime program at Showcase Cinema de Lux 
and then I could be meeting with a tenant to discuss promotions 
for upcoming events.”

Diana also likes that Patriot Place offers something for everyone.
“Whether it is everyday shoppers fulfilling their weekly errands 

at CVS and Trader Joe’s or our regional guests who want to 
experience all the property 
has to offer, I enjoy working 
with my amazing team to 
ensure the guest experience 
is unique and enjoyable,” 
Diana said. 

When Diana is not working, 
she is spending time with her 
husband, Matt, and their two 
children around town.

DIANA GRIFFIN

Diana Griffin and husband, 
Matt, with their two children.

Patriots help Igo School celebrate 
opening of community playground

A Place to Play 60 Every Day
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Robert Kraft and Foxborough 6-year-old Danny Nickerson cut the ribbon to the 
new community playground at Igo Elementary School on Tuesday, Sept. 30. 

See PLAY 60, Page 10



Students from the Foxborough 
Public School District who 
maintained perfect attendance 
during the 2013-14 academic 
school year were honored by 
the New England Revolution and 
Santander Bank, N.A. in a visit 
to Gillette Stadium on Sunday, 
Sept. 7. 

As part of the Revolution and 
Santander’s initiative to recognize 
soccer scholars in the commu-
nity, the 34 Foxborough students 
were invited to attend the Revolu-
tion match vs. the Chicago Fire.

The students, ranging from 

grades 
1-8, participated 

in a pre-match, on-field ceremony 
with Revolution President Brian 
Bilello and Santander Region 
President Brian Azar. 

“I’ve been a Revolution fan 
since I was little, so this is really  

 

 
 
 
 

exciting to be here on 
the field,” said Matthew Murphy, 
an eighth grader at Ahern Middle 
School. 

Hannah Phillips, a Foxborough 
High School freshman, said 

achieving perfect attendance 
in school is important to her 
because it reflects her commit-
ment to education.

“There’s a good reputation 
that comes with having perfect 
attendance,” said Phillips. “Teach-
ers can recognize your hard 
work through your attendance. 
I’m proud of the accomplish-
ment.”

Bilello and Azar also invited the 
group to participate in a “Soccer 
Scholars” clinic hosted by Revolu-
tion Academy coaches and play-
ers on Sunday, Sept. 28. 

Before students emptied out 
of school buses and filled class-
rooms for the first day of school, 
15 of Foxborough’s newest 
teachers became acclimated to 
their surroundings with a tour of 
the town on Wednesday, Aug. 
20, which culminated with a 
visit to Patriot Place and Gil-
lette Stadium. 

Following a greeting by ad-
ministrators and officials, the 
teachers participated in a two-
hour workshop before board-
ing a Foxborough school bus 
for a tour around town. 

When the tour arrived at Gil-
lette Stadium, the group filed 
out of the bus - much like their 
students did on Sept. 2 - and 
gleefully marveled at the sight 
of the complex before settling 
into Patriot Place’s CBS Scene 
for lunch. Following lunch, the 

teachers and administrators 
enjoyed a tour of Gillette Stadi-
um provided by stadium staff. 

The teachers toured the 
game field, where they stopped 
for photos and learned how the 
lines are painted and erased 
for different sporting events 

before making their way to the 
press box. 

Foxborough Superintendent 
of Schools Debra Spinelli said 
the best part of the tour was 
giving the new teachers an op-
portunity to see what makes 
Foxborough special. 

“The tour, in so many ways, 
represents a warm and concrete 
welcome by the community of 
Foxborough and all it represents 
in the collective sense - residents, 
business partners and local es-
tablishments,” Spinelli said.

Among this year’s group of 
new teachers are Foxborough 
residents Jennifer Greenleaf, 
Edward Lavallee, Meghan Mc-
Guire, Danielle Nalbach and 
Lucille Sullivan.

“The new teachers are always 
so pleased and surprised that 
the stadium tour is part of our 
orientation and at the end of the 
tour, they truly feel embraced by 
the entire community,” Spinelli 
said. “We are grateful The Kraft 
Group supports our school com-
munity in welcoming our new 
staff, as it makes the day unfor-
gettable and unique.”
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Foxborough’s new teachers make annual stop at Patriot Place and 
Gillette Stadium as part of New Teacher Orientation program on Aug. 20.

Tour of the town

Foxborough’s new teachers and administrators pose for a photo on the Gillette 
Stadium game field during Foxborough’s New Teacher Orientation on Aug. 20.

Partners in Patriotism

Revs Honor Foxborough Students for Perfect Attendance



Less than 24 hours after 
hosting the Patriots 2014 home 
opener, Gillette Stadium was the 
site of high school soccer, as the 
Foxborough and Mansfield clubs 
squared off for a boys’ and girls’ 
varsity doubleheader on Sept. 22 
in front of roughly 1,300 fans.

“Coaching from the sidelines of 
Gillette Stadium was like nothing 
I have ever experienced before,” 
said Foxborough girls’ soccer 
coach Kaitlin Lamothe-Vaughn. 
“We were able to get on the field 
early to prepare and enjoy the 
moment. It made us feel like more 
than just a high school team be-
cause of the big venue, the crowd, 
atmosphere and knowing what 
teams and players have been on 
the field.”

Foxborough boys’ soccer coach 
Pat Nash also enjoyed the atmo-
sphere around the stadium.

“I thought the atmosphere 
really created a fun and exciting 

experience for both the teams 
and the fans,” Nash said. “A lot of 
great players play professionally 
at Gillette and for us to be on the 
same field as them was some-
thing I think the players will take 
away forever.”

The New England Revolution, 
working with booster clubs of both 
schools, hosted the matches. The 
Foxborough varsity girls played to 
a 2-2 draw vs. Mansfield while the 
varsity boys defeated the Hornets, 
4-1, under the stadium lights. 

“Playing at Gillette Stadium 
was a very exciting experience,”  
said Foxborough sophomore 
Kristen Bortolotti. “It was one of 
our biggest games of the season 
and to be playing in a professional 
stadium made the night even 
more memorable.”

Tickets from the Sept. 22 
doubleheader also provides 
admission into the Oct. 25 Revolu-
tion match at the stadium.
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Patriots 2014 Training Camp

Pats Camp Draws Record Crowds to Foxborough
Anticipation for the 2014 New 

England Patriots season reached 
a fever pitch in July and August 
as tens of thousands of fans 
flocked to Foxborough to attend 
the team’s training camp on the 
practice fields behind Gillette 
Stadium.

Through the first weekend of 
training camp, nearly 46,000 
fans came to town to get an 
early glimpse at the 2014 squad. 
Some traveled from as far away 
as California and Utah, while oth-
ers, like Foxborough’s John Doyle, 
made the short trip down Route 
1 to catch the action. 

“It doesn’t get better than this,” 

Doyle said. “This has become a 
summer tradition for me and I 
look forward to this every year. All 
of New England waits for this day. 
We love our Patriots.”

The strong training camp 

crowds continued throughout 
the summer, including a single-
practice attendance record of 
25,317 on Tuesday, Aug. 12, as 
fans lined the stadium’s ramps to 
watch the Patriots practice with 

the Philadelphia Eagles.
Earlier in the month, nearly 

23,000 fans attended the 
team’s annual in-stadium prac-
tice for season ticket members 
and Foxborough residents under 
the Gillette Stadium lights on 
Aug. 1. 

Among those in attendance 
was Foxborough resident Dan-
iel Jakes, who has attended 
the annual in-stadium practice 
every year since its inception in 
2006 because he enjoys the 
atmosphere of training camp.

“Everyone is here for the same 
reason - to enjoy the Patriots,” 

See FANS, Page 10

Foxborough’s Lily Sykes (3) scored a goal 

during the Sept. 22 match vs. Mansfield. 

A single-
session 
training 
camp 
record 
25,317 
fans at-
tended the 
Aug. 12 
Patriots 
practice 
with the 
Eagles.

Photo courtesy of HockomockSports.com

Photo courtesy of HockomockSports.com

Photo courtesy of HockomockSports.com

Foxborough’s Lauren Flahive (14)  

competes for a ball during a 2-2 draw 

against Mansfield at Gillette Stadium.

Foxborough’s Joey Morrison (24) and  

senior Riley Fleck (7) celebrate vs. Mansfield.

In Sports

Foxborough Soccer Nets Doubleheader at Gillette Stadium

Photo courtesy of Foxborough.Patch.com

Foxborough sophomore Anthony Barreira 

(16) controls the ball during a 4-1 victory.
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Upcoming Events at

Dec

16

BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S/MASS GENERAL HEALTH CARE CENTER  
BLOOD DRIVE 
Date: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Details: Brigham and Women’s / Mass General Health Care Center at Patriot Place will be  
holding a blood drive on Dec. 16. To schedule your donation, please call (508) 718-4311 or 
email fxbinfo@partner.com. 

Oct

28
TRICK-OR-TREATING SPOOKTACULAR 
Date: Tuesday, Oct. 28, 12:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Details: Trick-or-treat throughout Patriot Place! Check-in at the Activity Center located between Red Robin and Capriotti’s 
to pick up your trick-or-treating map and Halloween bag. For more information, visit www.patriot-place.com.  

Oct

30
MASS CRUISERS AUTO SHOW
Date: Thursday, Oct. 30, 4 p.m. 
Details: The Mass Cruisers Auto Club will hold its final auto show of the season outside of Bass Pro Shops and Patriot Place. The 
free event features classic, custom, antique, muscle cars and hot rods. For more information, visit www.patriot-place.com

Nov

14

WINTER SKATE PRESENTED BY HARVARD PILGRIM
Date: Opens Friday, Nov. 14 
Details: The popular outdoor venue that brings one of New England’s time-honored traditions of winter skating to 
Patriot Place returns for a sixth season. The surface is large enough to accommodate beginners and experts alike, 
hockey and private events. For more information, including schedule and rates, visit www.patriot-place.com.

Nov

28

PHOTOS ON THE FIELD WITH SANTA
Date: Friday, Nov. 28, 1-4 p.m. 
Details: Looking for a great photo opportunity for your holiday card? How about a family photo with Santa on the Gillette  
Stadium field! Guests who donate to Cradles to Crayons will have an opportunity to take a photo on the field. For more  
information, visit www.patriot-place.com. 

Nov

29

ANNUAL HOLIDAY GIVING TREE LIGHTING CELEBRATION
Date: Saturday, Nov. 29, 6 p.m. 
Details: Patriot Place will welcome the holiday season with its sixth annual tree lighting in the North Marketplace. The free 
event will feature a night of holiday tradition and family fun full of caroling and sleigh rides. For more information, visit www.
patriot-place.com. 

Dec

16
BLOOD DRIVE 
Date: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Details: Brigham and Women’s / Mass General Health Care Center at Patriot Place will host a blood drive on Dec. 16. To 
schedule your donation, please call (508) 718-4311 or email fxbinfo@partner.com. 

Nov

4

STORYTIME AT SHOWCASE CINEMA DE LUX
Date: Tuesdays (now through Dec. 16), 11 a.m. 
Details: Patriot Place offers a free weekly event for kids and their parents. Kids Club Storytime is held every Tuesday at 
Showcase Cinema de Lux. After a story reading, a special character makes a weekly appearance followed by a short movie. 
For more information, visit www.patriot-place.com. 

Dec

3
MRS. CLAUS HOLIDAY WORKSHOP 
Date: Wednesdays (Dec. 3, 10, 17, noon to 3 p.m.) and Fridays (Dec. 5, 12, 19, noon to 2 p.m.) 
Details: Visi the Patriot Place Activity Center and create holiday crafts with Mrs. Claus. For more information,  
visit www.patriot-place.com. 

Dec

5
SLEIGH RIDES 
Date: Fridays (Dec. 5-19), 4-8 p.m. 
Details: Bundle the family up and enjoy a horse drawn sleigh ride behind Bass Pro Shops. For more information,  
visit www.patriot-place.com. 

Dec

5
FILM FRIDAYS 
Date: Fridays (Dec. 5-19), 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Details: Visit the Patriot Place Activity Center and watch your favorite holiday classics! You can also enjoy a coloring station  
and reading nook. For more information, visit www.patriot-place.com.
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Upcoming Events atUpcoming Events at

Nov

2
NFL REGULAR SEASON: BRONCOS VS. PATRIOTS
Date: Sunday, Nov. 2, 4:25 p.m.

Details: The Patriots host quarterback Peyton Manning and the  
Denver Broncos in Week 9 of the NFL regular season at Gillette Stadium.

Nov

23
NFL REGULAR SEASON: LIONS VS. PATRIOTS
Date: Sunday, Nov. 23, 1 p.m.

Details: The Patriots host the Detroit Lions in Week 12  
of the NFL regular season at Gillette Stadium.

Dec

14

MIAA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Date: Saturday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.

Details: The Kraft family will provide Massachusetts high school football  
teams a memorable experience on New England’s most famous football field  
for the eighth straight year as 12 teams will compete for six state football championships at Gillette Stadium. 

NFL REGULAR SEASON: DOLPHINS VS. PATRIOTS
Date: Sunday, Dec. 14, 1 p.m.

Details: The Patriots host the AFC East rival Miami Dolphins 
in Week 15 of the NFL regular season at Gillette Stadium.

Dec

6

NFL REGULAR SEASON: BILLS VS. PATRIOTS
Date: Sunday, Dec. 28, 1 p.m.

Details: The Patriots host the AFC East rival Buffalo Bills 
in Week 17 of the NFL regular season at Gillette Stadium.

Dec

28

BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S/MASS GENERAL HEALTH CARE CENTER  
BLOOD DRIVE 
Date: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Details: Brigham and Women’s / Mass General Health Care Center at Patriot Place will be  
holding a blood drive on Dec. 16. To schedule your donation, please call (508) 718-4311 or 
email fxbinfo@partner.com. 

Meet Elmo
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cancer free for the last 17 
years and a strong advocate for 
raising awareness.

“It absolutely needs to be out 
there,” Noonan said of breast 
cancer awareness. “There are 
just too many women who are 
being diagnosed. Every woman 
definitely needs to get a mam-
mogram once a year.”

The Kraft family and New 
England Patriots Charitable 
Foundation also presented a 
$50,000 check to support the 
American Cancer Society and 

breast cancer screenings at 
the Community Health Center 

of Franklin County.
“This was an awesome experi-

ence,” Noonan said. “Once every-
body got out there and formed 
that pink ribbon, it touched home 
and was absolutely amazing.”

It takes many people to make 
a difference and on Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, the New England 
Patriots Charitable Foundation 
and several Patriots players 
recognized more than 30 local 
youth volunteers for their dedi-
cation to helping others. 

Youth volunteers from the 
Hockomock Area YMCA branch-
es, Weymouth High School and 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Boston 
were honored by the Foundation 
and Patriots players Nate Solder, 
James Develin, Josh Boyce and 
Ja’Gared Davis at Patriot Place’s 
Splitsville Luxury Lanes and Howl 
at the Moon. Volunteers and play-
ers shared stories about their 
volunteer work, which stemmed 
from their different passions and 
upbringings. 

“The thing I would say about 
volunteering is that, just like me 
and my teammates on the foot-
ball field, there is a common goal 
and a common purpose,” said 
Solder. “I think that’s the neat-
est thing I’ve always found with 

volunteering. I sure enjoy being a 
part of it and I congratulate these 
youth volunteers because it’s 
amazing work they are doing.”

After sharing some of his own 
volunteer experiences, Develin 
offered the group a meaningful 
quote he recently came across 

that has stuck with him.
“If you’re not living your life to 

make someone else’s life better, 
then you’re wasting your time,” 
Develin shared.

For Foxborough resident Dan 
DeMars, the Sept. 16 event was 

all about giving back to the youth 
volunteers who give so much to 
their respective communities. 

“These kids are always giv-
ing back,” said DeMars, who 
serves as Teen Director of 
the YMCA’s Invensys Foxboro 
Branch. “We have a lot of family 
events at the YMCA and there 
are a lot of community events 
throughout our towns and sur-
rounding areas that these kids 
are always giving back to.”

DeMars added the YMCA 
has enjoyed a tremendous 
partnership with the Patriots 
and the Sept. 16 event was a 
great example of the organiza-
tion’s support.

“We’re really lucky in Foxbor-
ough to have an affiliation with 
the Patriots organization,” De-
Mars said. “Like Nate Solder 
said, we all have a common 
goal and a common purpose 
to be making an impact, so I 
think the message the Patriots 
are sending these kids is 
amazing and it’s valuable.”

Partners in Patriotism
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Fund: Donation Request  
Applications Now Available

2014 Celebrate Volunteerism Initiative

Patriots Honor Local Youth Volunteers

• Senior Center  
(75 Central St.)

The application for 
organizations can also be 
found on page 9 (right of 
this page). 

The committee will vet 
applications and award 
$25,000 from Oct. 1-Dec. 
31, 2014 and $100,000 
from Jan. 1, 2015 to Dec. 
31, 2015 to Foxborough-
based philanthropic and 
community efforts, charita-
ble endeavors and personal 

financial assistance. 
From fundraising for 

neighbors or support-
ing important causes to 
organizing social events, 
the Kraft family estab-
lished the Partners in 
Patriotism Fund in 2014 
to provide meaningful, 
initiative-based donations 
throughout Foxborough. 

Through this good 
work, the Fund will serve 
as a resource to a com-
munity built on volun-
teerism and dedicated to 
helping others. 

From PAGE 1

Pink: Breast Cancer Survivors Honored

Breast cancer survivors and caregivers 
form a large breast cancer awareness 

ribbon on Gillette Stadium field prior to the 
Patriots Oct. 5 game vs. Cincinnati.

Above: From left, Patriots offensive tackle 
Nate Solder, fullback James Develin, 

wide receiver Josh Boyce and linebacker 
Ja’Gared Davis with volunteers from 

the Hockomock Area YMCA branches. 
Right: From left, Davis and Develin mingle 

with youth volunteers from the YMCA.

From PAGE 2



DATE OF APPLICATION:     
 

 
Request for Donation 

 
Partners in Patriotism Fund 

The Partners in Patriotism (PIP) Fund is a registered nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting Foxborough-based 
philanthropic and community efforts through monetary donations. The PIP Fund will assist residents of Foxborough 
through the support of charitable endeavors, as well as through personal financial assistance. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
NAME OF ORGANIZATION:__________________________________________                                  

NAME OF ORGANIZATION CONTACT:_____________________________  TITLE:____________ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________               

PHONE:________________________________    CELL:_________________________________ 

EMAIL:________________________________________________________________________   

PREFERRED METHOD OF CONTACT:    (choose one)     PHONE:_____  EMAIL: ______   

AMOUNT OF REQUEST:____________ DATE FUNDING IS NEEDED: ___________________ 

        
REQUEST INFORMATION 

 
Please provide a detailed summary of your request, including estimated expenses (attach additional pages 
to application if needed):             
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 

If the donation request is approved, would you be willing to share this news with the local media  
(e.g. newspaper, online news sites, etc.)? Note, this question has no bearing on whether a donation 

application is approved. 
 

Yes______   No______ 
 

Submit this form to the Partners in Patriotism Fund.  
Mailing address: Attn: Jess Stevenson, Gillette Stadium, One Patriot Place, Foxborough, MA 02035 

  Or scan and email to: PipFund@Patriots.com 
For more information:  www.GilletteStadium.com/Partners-in-Patriotism

Partners in Patriotism
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Jakes said. “The Kraft family has 
always done a lot to incorporate 
Foxborough. When they built the 
stadium and built Patriot Place, 
they seemed to go out of their 
way to make it comfortable for 
Foxborough residents. It’s been 
great.”

Watching the in-stadium 
practice from seats in the south 
end zone, Jakes admitted he was 
tired of summer and ready for 
football.

“The anticipation that builds 
throughout each season is 
fantastic and I cannot wait for fall 
and Patriots football.”

After the practice, Patriots 
head coach Bill Belichick told 
reporters he enjoys the environ-
ment surrounding the annual 
event.

“Always nice to be out with 
the fans of Foxborough and our 
season ticket holders,” Belichick 
said. “[There’s] a lot of energy in 
the stadium. I think everybody 
enjoys the environment. It’s good 
for us.”

Prior to the practice, the 

Patriots inducted former corner-
back and three-time Super Bowl 
Champion Ty Law into the team’s 
Hall of Fame with a free, outdoor 
ceremony held on Patriot Place’s 
NRG Plaza, which attracted 
thousands of fans. 

Ten days later, nearly 30 chil-
dren from Foxboro Recreation’s 
Booth Summer Camp enjoyed a 
memorable day at training camp 
as special guests of the Kraft 
family and the Patriots Charitable 
Foundation. 

The children, ages 8-13, 
watched excitedly from the front 
row of the Foundation’s VIP tent 
as players participated in various 
drills throughout the afternoon 
session. 

One of the campers, Abigayle 
Danitschek, 10, was excited to 
attend her first training camp 
practice and see Patriots tight 
end Rob Gronkowski. 

“He was one of the first foot-
ball players I ever heard of and 
he visited my school,” Danitschek 
said. “That was really special.”

Gronkowski joined Patriots 
CEO and Chairman Robert Kraft 
and several other Patriots play-

ers for a visit to Igo Elementary 
School this past May as part 
of the NFL’s first PLAY 60 and 
PLAY 60+ intergenerational 
event. Kraft and the Patriots 

Charitable Foundation surprised 
Igo students with a grant of 
$60,000 to build the new play-
ground at the Igo School.

“That was a fun day and I am 
very excited to see Gronk and 
the other players who visited my 
school,” Danitschek said. “I’m 
grateful that I get to be here and 
have this experience.”

At the end of practice, camp-
ers were greeted by players, 
including defensive end Chandler 
Jones, who posed for selfies and 
signed autographs for the young 
fans from Foxborough. 

Fans: Booth Camp Visits Pats Camp
From PAGE 5

Foxborough’s Justin Zupanick (left) takes a selfie with Patriots defensive end  
Chandler Jones at Patriots training camp on Aug. 11.

Foxborough resident Daniel Jakes 
(right) with friend Gabe Fonseca and 

son, Bodhi, at Gillette Stadium.

Play 60: New 
Playground Open

From PAGE 3

able to almost double the size 
of the playground because 
of what you were able to do. 
Thank you very much.” 

Foxborough Superintendent 
of Schools Debra Spinelli 
shared Stanton’s apprecia-
tion.

“Mr. Kraft, you continuously 
demonstrate to us that this 
really is your hometown and 
you’re so very generous,” 
Spinelli said. “Because of you, 
this is all possible. Thank you 
so much.”

Patriot Place General Man-
ager Brian Earley and Patriots 
Cheerleader LisaMarie visited 
Hockomock Area YMCA sum-
mer campers at the Invensys 
Foxboro Branch in July to deliv-
er 50 Six Flags tickets donated 
by the Patriots organization.

“We’re grateful to the Kraft 
organization for the ongoing 
partnership with our Hockomock 
Area YMCA,” said Hockomock 
Area YMCA President Ed Hurley. 
“At Y camp, we provide hands-on 
learning opportunities through 
field trips, programs, team build-
ing and more. The chance for 
campers to experience Six Flags 

with their peers was a day they 
will remember.” 

Said Earley: “We are thrilled 
to provide experiences and 
opportunities to local children 
and families through the strong 

partnerships Patriot Place and 
The Kraft Group have built with 
organizations like the Hockomock 
Area YMCA. The involvement of 
the Patriots Cheerleaders made 
the visit very special for the kids.”

Patriots Donate Six Flags Tickets to Foxboro YMCA
Patriot Place 

GM Brian 
Earley and 
Patriots 

Cheerleader 
LisaMarie de-
liver Six Flags 

tickets to sum-
mer campers 
at the Invensys 
Foxboro YMCA 
branch in July.



It started with a simple wish for birthday cards and 
ended with a celebration unlike any other at Patriot 
Place and Gillette Stadium. 

The New England Patriots and Cops for Kids with 
Cancer teamed up to throw a surprise birthday party 
for Foxborough’s Danny Nickerson on Saturday, July 
26.

The day began with a convoy of more than 100 
public safety vehicles arriving at Gillette Stadium 
shortly before 9 a.m. 

Public safety officials sang “Happy Birthday” to the 
guest of honor before presenting Danny with birth-
day cards, presents and a public safety-themed cake 
on the first floor of CBS Scene. 

The party then moved to Patriots Training Camp 
where another surprise awaited Danny. Near the 
end of practice, Patriots CEO and Chairman Robert 
Kraft invited Danny and his parents onto the field 
where the entire team, including head coach Bill 
Belichick, huddled around the Foxborough family to 
sing “Happy Birthday” to Danny. 

“It’s been an incredible day for Danny,” said Daniel 
Jamieson, Danny’s father. “The Patriots singing 
‘Happy Birthday’ to my son was a real touching mo-
ment that will stay with me for the rest of my life.”

The day before, the Nickerson family celebrated 
Danny’s birthday with a special visit to Gillette Stadium 
to meet Kraft, who surprised the Foxborough boy 
with a card signed by the entire Patriots team, a 
personalized Patriots jersey and other presents.

“Seeing Danny smile so much has been amazing,” 
said Jamieson. “Everything Mr. Kraft and the Kraft 
family have done to help out my family and 
show support for my son is incredible.”
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Word search
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Can you find the 5 differences between the two photos?

ANSWERS: 1) Two boxes on table 2) No logos on shirts 3) No eyebrows on Pat 
Patriot 4) Pat Patriot holding American flag 5) Water bottle on table near Pat 
Patriot’s feet

photo hunt: Jaycees National Night Out

Patriots Chairman and CEO Robert Kraft invited Foxborough’s Danny 
Nickerson and his family to Gillette Stadium on Danny’s sixth birthday 
to present him gifts and a birthday card signed by the entire team.

Danny’s Day

Pats Celebrate Foxborough 
Boy’s 6th Birthday



Patriot place Playbook

Mailing
Information

Gillette Stadium
One Patriot Place
Foxborough, MA 02035

Make Black Friday YOUR day and kick off your holiday shopping with the 
ultimate experience at Patriot Place!

We want to take the stress out of shopping and let you enjoy the holiday 
season while you set out to score the best gifts for family and friends. That’s 
why we are giving one lucky Foxborough family the chance to win a one of 
a kind shopping experience. The winner will receive a Patriot Place mystery 
bag featuring his and her Solstice sunglasses and other giveaway items to 
kick off Black Friday (Nov. 28) at the complex. Then, when it’s time to shop, 
you will receive a $250 Patriot Place gift card and your own personal shop-
ping assistant to help you throughout your experience. Patriot Place will even 
wrap your gifts for you! 

Sound great? There’s more! When you need a break from the shopping, 
you will be treated to a family dinner at CBS Scene at Patriot Place and re-
ceive passes to see a movie of your choice at Showcase Cinema de Lux. 
Details on how to enter this exclusive resident offer can be found to the right 
of this page. 

Partners in Patriotism

To enter to win this exclusive Foxborough resident experience, please 
email your name and address with “Patriot Place Playbook” in the sub-
ject line to FoxboroResidents@GilletteStadium.com. One winner will 
be chosen at random and notified via email on Friday, Nov. 14. For rules 
and regulations, visit www.GilletteStadium/Partners-in-Patriotism

How to Win
Win the Ultimate Holiday  
Shopping Kickoff Package


